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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Clam 1 recites "other communication equipments" in lines 3, 5-6 and 9. It is unclear 
whether said communication equipments is/are the same or distinct from the "first other 
communication equipments" recited in lines 6-7 and the "number of other 
communications equipments" recited in line 9. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Network 
Working Group Request for comments - RFC3633 (herein after RFC) in view of Mukherjee et 
al. (US 2004/0006708) (herein after Mukherjee). 
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Regarding claims 1 and 3, RFC teaches a communications equipment for an IP network, 
including a set of interfaces each of which is connected to one or more other 
communication equipments, means for receiving an address prefix from a first other 
communication equipment, and allocation means for allocating to at least a subset of said 
other communication equipments to which said first other communication equipment 
does not belong a sub-prefix formed of said address prefix concatenated with an 
individual identifier [see fig. 1 and page 5 lines 7-16 where a requesting router 
(communication equipment) for an IPV6 network (Internet protocol communication 
network) receives from a delegating router (a first other communication equipment) and 
subnets (allocates) to links in the network (subset of other communication equipments). 
The delegating router (first other communication equipment) belongs to the ISP network 
while the links belong to the subscriber network as shown in fig.; and where the assigned 
new address (the sub prefix) has longer prefixes (longer prefixes)] . 

However, RFC does not explicitly teach length of the identifier depends on the total 
number of other communication equipments. 

Mukherjee teaches using number of devices (number of other communication 
equipments) to define the number of bits that are used to address host devices (length of 
identifiers that are not part of the prefix) [see paragraph 0044 lines 1-13]. It would have 
been obvious for a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
make the length of the subnet mask in the RFC reference in order to efficiently utilize 
available number of addresses for hosts. 
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Regarding claim 2, RFC teaches the network is an IPV6 as discussed above regarding 
claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 3, RFC teaches A method of allocating prefixes in an Internet Protocol 
type communication network in which a communication equipment has a set of interfaces 
each of which is connected to one or more other communication equipments and means 
for receiving an address prefix from a first other communication equipment, in which 
method the communication equipment allocates to at least a subset of said other 
communication equipments to which said first other equipment does not belong a sub- 
prefix formed of said address prefix concatenated with an individual identifier [see fig. 1 
and page 5 lines 7-16 where a requesting router in an IPV6 network (Internet protocol 
communication network) receives from a delegating router (a first other communication 
equipment) and subnets (allocates) to links in the network (subset of other 
communication equipments). The delegating router (first other communication 
equipment) belongs to the ISP network while the links belong to the subscriber network 
as shown in fig.; and where the assigned new address (the sub prefix) has longer prefixes 
(longer prefixes)] . 

However, RFC does not explicitly teach length of the identifier depends on the total 
number of other communication equipments. 
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Mukherjee teaches using number of devices (number of other communication 
equipments) to define the number of bits that are used to address host devices (length of 
identifiers that are not part of the prefix) [see paragraph 0044 lines 1-13]. It would have 
been obvious for a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
make the length of the subnet mask in the RFC reference in order to efficiently utilize 
available number of addresses for hosts. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SORI A. AGA whose telephone number is (571)270-1 868. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7:30-5:00, F 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edan Orgad can be reached on (571)272-7884. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/S. A. A./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2619 



/Edan Orgad/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2619 



